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Hello darlings 

It is day 130 of Snippets of Encouragement, and today’s snippet comes to you 

from The Mind of Einstein. Yes, that’s right I’ve been scrummaging around in the 

mind of a genius to find some encouragement for you today. 

In all seriousness, I found the documentary on Einstein life and mind quite 

fascinating and it reminded and encouraged me to just do it! Yes, I know this is a 

slogan from a famous sportswear retailer, but there are times in our lives that we 

simply need to set aside our nonsense and just do it. 

Today we know Einstein as one of the brilliant minds of modern times, but this was 

not always so. At school and university, he was apparently average, most likely 

because the systems used to determine superior intellect were boring to him. He 

didn’t particularly like mathematics and didn’t even bother to study geometry at 

university. 

The one thing that Einstein had that nobody could quantify or hinder was curiosity 

and imagination. From childhood he was constantly performing thought 

experiments and using his intellect and curiosity to ask himself complex questions 

about how the universe worked. 

He was working in a dead end job in Switzerland and yet he continued tirelessly 

with his thought experiments trying to understand gravity, the nature of light, time 

and how they all fit together. When he first published his special theory of relativity 

the scientific community pretty much ignored it, because he was unknown.  

After a few years a prominent scientist asked him to write a review of his own 

theory and as he’d continued fastidiously with his thought experiments he had far 

greater insights to his own theory than when he first published. 

This brought him to the attention of the scientific community and the world in 

general. He continued to work on his theories and while he was a professor in 

Berlin, he committed to a series of four lectures on this topic of relativity. 

Here’s the amazing thing, as he expanded on the idea of relativity he included 

many more factors in his theory, but something was still missing. He literally 

struggled with this problem for two years and it’s crucial to know that in those two 

years he kept on making an error in his equations, resulting in him almost giving up 

on this theory. 

The problem was not only this persistent, unnoticed error, but also the fact that 

other prominent scientists were working to perfect the theory of relativity and claim 

the glory for themselves. 

What I found amazing is that although he appeared not to make progress he 

continued with his series of lectures, each week making refinements to the 

calculations and explaining to the audience the following week what errors he 

had made and how they were now corrected.  
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This is what I find so inspiring about the life of Einstein… he did not wait for perfect, 

he just did it. 

The man was willing to fail in public as he continued to strive towards the answers 

he sought. He was fully aware that his theories did not fully account for the 

existence of certain possibilities. Although he was one of the front-runners in 

quantum physics, he did not allow the unknowns of quanta from preventing him 

from exploring relativity.  

He did not know how his theories would relate to black holes, wormholes, or many 

unknown facets of universal law but this did not stop him from pressing forward. 

Many of us see what the possible obstacles to dreams and goals could be and we 

expend all our time and energy on ridding ourselves of these obstacles. Our dream 

remains unattended at the side of our lives while we waste precious resources on 

nonsense.  

We need to be like Einstein and remain 

singularly single minded on the task at 

hand. He was aware of the pitfalls but 

still he pressed ahead with his passion 

and by doing so he realised the error 

he had been making and the 

beautiful, elegant theory of relativity 

was born. 

Einstein’s general theory of relativity 

has been used successfully to prove so 

many other theories about universal 

law. In fact, it’s now almost the starting 

point from which all other theories are 

developed and proven. 

We may not be the next genius mind 

to explain the wonders of the universe; however, we can be steadfast in pursing 

our passions and curiosity regardless of distractions and possible failures. Today be 

encouraged to press on with your beautiful endeavour. Don’t become side 

tracked by obstacles or fearful of failures, just do it, because if you don’t the world 

will never experience what you have to offer.  

If you’ve enjoyed reading this snippet of encouragement there are three things 

you can do. SHARE it with a friend. ENCOURAGE another person today. SIGN UP 

using http://eepurl.com/dIt8Fj to receive the Snippets live to your inbox each day. 

 

 


