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Hello darlings 

It is day 121 of Snippets of Encouragement, and today I received some really sad 

news. 

Today, Bon Jovi, my sisters Staffordshire Bullterrier was euthanized, as he appeared 

to have a brain tumour. I am in shock because he appeared to be healthy and 

yet the poor boy was suffering terribly in the last few days.  

He had quite an interesting life that dog. Before he went to live with my sister and 

brother-in-law, he was a rescue dog, which my niece, who lives in Canada, saw 

online.  

We believe that he was abused quite severely and perhaps was a fighter dog in 

his youth. He really liked to eat Indian food and wasn’t particularly enamoured 

with dog food. He hated it if other dogs came into his physical space and 

immediately went into attack mode, so walkies with him could be a challenge. 

Bon Jovi had a beautiful gentle spirit. However he hated the Hadeda Ibis that 

would torment him at my sister’s house in South Africa and when he moved to 

England, the Seagulls flying above the garden made him insane. 

Yes, he was an international dog of great mystery. Around the same time, he 

came to live with Bev and Don a Ginger and White cat pitched up at their house 

to live there as well. You know how cats are… you’re their master, and the newly 

named Ginger Ninja soon had the household under his thumb, including Bon Jovi, 

who really resented it. 

When Bev and Don decided to move to England two years ago, there was no 

way they would leave their little family behind, so irrespective of the costs and 

quarantine period, they organised for Bon Jovi and Ginger to follow them a few 

weeks later to England.  

When my sister left them at the quarantine kennels in South Africa she told them to 

be good and look after each other. She looked them in their eyes and said, “My 

boys don’t be scared we are not abandoning you, we will be there to fetch you at 

Heathrow in a few weeks’ time.” 

In those weeks a wonderful miracle occurred. By the time Bon Jovi and Ginger 

arrived at Heathrow, they were best of friends. They slept together, ate together, 

hung out together. 

I met them both when I visited my sister for the first time in her new home last 

January. I soon discovered that Bon Jovi could snore the roof off the house and 

loved to wolf down his food and Ginger acted imperious and ignored me 

completely.  

This past Christmas I spent a lot of time scratching Bonnie’s back. He had this crazy 

mental tick; he LOVED it if you rubbed his back really hard. He would growl, squirm, 
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and spin around. If you stopped prematurely, he’d bite your feet and bark at you 

insistently until you continued. Do you have any idea how friggin exhausting it can 

be to be on back rubbing duty? Trust me, it wipes you out!  

Bon Jovi seemed to have arthritis and was quite slow to move from his basket. My 

sister always seemed to interfere with his perpetual sleep at inappropriate times, to 

which he’d grunt, growl, and give her a dirty look as he forced himself out to pee. 

The same dog that would take an age to slowly move outside would bounce like a 

new tennis ball when he saw his lead come out the cupboard. This was usually 

accompanied by loud, piercing yapping. 

You may be wondering why I’ve made this whole snippet about Bon Jovi and how 

this could possibly be encouraging. It is because death is part of life and it is 

important to celebrate the lives of those we love. I loved Bon Jovi. He was a 

beautiful old soul in a Staffordshire Bullterrier’s body. He brought much fun and joy 

into my and my sister’s families lives. We grieve, we mourn, we feel a sense of deep 

loss, and yet there is great peace and joy because love was present. 

Today I want to encourage you to 

celebrate the lives of those you’ve 

loved and have passed on. It is in our 

celebration of their life that we keep 

their legacy alive. Thank you darling 

Bon Jovi for all the love and joy you 

brought into our lives. 

If you’ve enjoyed reading this snippet 

of encouragement there are three 

things you can do. SHARE it with a 

friend. ENCOURAGE another person 

today. SIGN UP using 

http://eepurl.com/dIt8Fj to receive the 

Snippets live to your inbox each day. 

 

 


