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Hello darlings 

It is day 101 of Snippets of Encouragement, and I’d like to share another personal 

story with you today about forgiveness. 

Years ago, I had a boss who disciplined me for something I was not actually doing. 

She had formed an opinion about my behaviour in the workplace, decided I was 

out of line, and needed to change.  

To be honest this shocked me because I thought she was totally off base and 

wrong. It was a Friday afternoon and I went home stewing. That weekend I 

thought of nothing else and the truth is I felt victimised by her as she was singling 

me out amongst the team for something that others were doing. 

Come Monday morning I was on my white stead, ready to charge in there, and 

set her straight. I had my battle plan and I was going to set her straight so that she 

saw the error of her ways. I was not going to let it go, I was going to fight it to the 

bitter end and have her admit that she was wrong and essentially a rotten human 

being for falsely accusing me. 

I got into the office and as she saw me walking towards her office she called me in 

and closed the door. I was just about to launch my attack when she said to me, 

“Angie, I’ve been thinking of our conversation on Friday afternoon and evaluating 

everything we spoke of and I have to say I was wrong. Please can you forgive me, 

I see that what I’ve accused you of is not fair to you.” 

Talk about taking the wind out of my sails!  

I was like a deflated balloon, full of bluster and fury that had been popped and lay 

shrivelled on the floor. 

Then I made a fatal mistake. When she asked me to forgive her I said, “it’s ok, it’s 

alright.” And it wasn’t, at least not for me. 

You see I was still hurt, I was still offended, I had an argument to get off my chest 

and suddenly there was none… and I didn’t really mean what I was saying. I was 

being polite I was not being honest. 

This experience taught me an incredibly valuable life lesson. If you forgive 

someone, do it whole-heartedly and without reservation, do not pay lip service.  

What happened you may wonder. Well, she carried on as usual. She was herself 

with the team and me interacting with me in a friendly and professional manner 

but on my end, things were not well. 

I couldn’t stand to be around her. I would avoid her. I felt angry and resentful 

towards her I wasn’t myself. As the days dragged into weeks and months I was 

feeling unhappy with each passing day until I realised my unhappiness was my 

own creation. 
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While she took me at my word, she received my forgiveness – which was not 

honestly or freely given, she was free to continue her life. Enslaved to my own 

dishonesty, resentment, and anger, I was living a lie of unforgiveness where she 

was concerned. 

I realised that I needed to free myself from the situation and ask for her forgiveness. 

Therefore, I went to her, told her that I had not honestly forgiven her, and asked for 

her forgiveness at that time. A huge burden lifted from my shoulder and the lesson 

was imbedded – do not say you forgive another when you don’t. 

Today I would like to encourage you with 

my story. We are so used to being polite 

and brushing things under the carpet but 

if you find yourself in a situation where 

you cannot sincerely forgive another or 

ask for their forgiveness, don’t do it. It is 

better to be honest, perhaps saying that 

it’s currently not possible, but you’ll work 

on it, than to lie. Because this is what 

happens – the other person literally 

continues living their life free of burden 

while you carry all the anger, resentment, 

bitterness etc. 

It is better to be whole hearted than half-

hearted in life.  

If you’ve enjoyed reading this snippet of encouragement there are three things 

you can do. SHARE it with a friend. ENCOURAGE another person today. SIGN UP 

using http://eepurl.com/dIt8Fj to receive the Snippets live to your inbox each day. 

 

 


